
The PreZ SeZ 

All Japanese Classic Car Weekend 

By John Taddonio 
 

ZCCR hosted its biggest event the weekend of July 17-19, the 
All Japanese Classic Car Weekend which invited participants 
from all over the northeast US and Canada to come and share a 
variety of events dedicated to the enjoyment of the cars we all 
love. 
 
Friday night, ZCCR members and out of town guests gathered 
at ZCCR president John Taddonio’s home to rekindle friend-

ships and meet new friends.  As long line of Z-Cars lined the 
street folks mixed and mingled, caught up on the latest go-
ings-on and prepared for an exciting weekend of events.  Lots 
of refreshments were enjoyed and many new friends were 
made, a good time had by all. 
 
Saturday morning arrived without a trace of the rain that was 
in the forecast.  The Jonathan Krenzer Memorial All Japa-
nese Classic Car Show was about to unfold.  

-Cont’ on page 6 

By John Taddonio 
 

Hello all and welcome to the latest edition of 
ZCCR NEWZ! 
 
I’d like to stop for a moment and have all of you 
think about the future of ZCCR.  We are now in 
our TENTH year of existence; I can’t believe how 
the time has flown.  To develop from five Z loving 
enthusiasts to one of the strongest Z clubs in the 
northeast in that brief of a time is truly remark-
able.  Thanks to all of you who have contributed 
thus far to the club’s success.   

 
That being said, it is time to take a look to the 
future.  Just at the Z has grown through genera-
tions, so must ZCCR.  The classic approach has 
helped to form what we are, but we must con-
tinue to evolve and grow.  We are expanding our 
vision and looking “outside the box” to enhance 

club membership and activities.  Case in point is 
our now annual “Jonathan Krenzer Memorial All 
Japanese Classic Car Show” which draws par-
ticipants of every Japanese make, model and 
vintage from all over the northeast.  While we 
enjoy our Datsun/Nissan cars and trucks, there 
are equally enthusiastic groups out there with 
their own loyalties, the common denominator 
being the joy of Japanese cars.  It’s a party and 
all are invited to the table!Just as we are expand-

ing our vision with this car show, we must also 
expand within our club.  Don’t be shy, step up 
and get involved!  It’s time for some of you to 
jump in.  While we have an extremely dedicated 
bunch on the Board of Directors, new faces and 
ideas are always welcome. While many of us 
have served the club for years in many capaci-
ties, it is always time for new folks to take some 
responsibility.   

-cont on page 2 
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-cont’ from page 1 
If you have ever had your own ideas on club operation or activi-
ties (and I KNOW you have!  J), come on board with them and 
get involved!  We take nominations for Board positions in Octo-
ber; shoot me an email if you are interested in taking a stab at it. 
If you do not want to be involved with the day to day operation of 
the club, we are ALWAYS looking for volunteers to help with 
events.   
 
NEWZ & NOTEZ: 
 
With this issue we are pleased to welcome Sam Hartley as our 
newsletter editor.  Sam brings his technical expertise in publish-
ing and computers to ZCCR and I’m sure he will make the NEWZ 
more interesting and informative for you all.  Each issue of the 
NEWZ will be posted on line at our website, www.zccr.net.   Here 
you can enjoy it electronically in FULL COLOR or you can print 
out your own hard copy.  For those of you who do not have com-
puter access or want a hard copy, let us know and we will get 
one out to you. 

 
Around the time you are reading this, we have just completed our 
biggest event of the year, the Jonathan Krenzer All Japanese 
Classic Car Show.  This was a full weekend of events on July 17-
19, 2009.  Participants from all over the northeast and Canada 
participated with cool Japanese cars of every make, model and 
vintage.  Patterned after the All Japanese Classic Car Show held 
on the west coast for many years, this is quickly developing into a 
major yearly northeast car event.  Once again ZCCR will use a 
portion of the proceeds to benefit a charity in the community we 
all call home. 

 
The above event certainly would not be possible without our 
sponsors.  These fine folks have stepped up to support your club 
and this event.  Please note their advertisements in this newslet-
ter and patronize them.  Many offer discounts to ZCCR members, 
so when you see them, please thank them for supporting your 
club. 
 
We are partnering with many of our sister club in the northeast to 
share major events.  Take the time to check out their websites:  
 Z Club of Connecticut:  www.ctzcc.com 
 Ontario Z Club:  www.ontariozcar.com 
 White Rose Z Club (PA):  www.whiterosezclub.com 

 Z Association of NY:  www.zanyz.com 
 Thousand Island Z Car Club:  www.tizcc.ca  
They are great folks who share the same passion as you for the 
Z.  Please welcome them at our events and join in theirs. 
 
I want to take a minute to welcome Allan Robbins and Shawn 
Pritchard back to ZCCR.  Allan is owner of Sharpsite Racing 
whose stable includes several historic Datsun race cars (see the 
article in this issue for more details).  Shawn is Sharpsites’ chief 
mechanic.  Allan and Shawn are huge supporters of vintage rac-
ing and of ZCCR as well.  We are pleased to have them in fold. 

Start to plan ahead now for the 2010 National Z Convention in 
Nashville, Tn.  Nashville is the corporate headquarters of Nissan 
North America and they want to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the Z-Car in style.  Official dates are not yet set; keep watching 
for the latest information.  It’s sure to be a special event, be a 
part of it. 

There are weekly communications to the membership via email.  
Please make sure that we have the most current information for 
you on our membership rolls, including address, phone, email 
address, family members and cars owned.  Email membership 
director Frank McGinley at fmcginl1@rochester.rr.com with any 
updated information. 

There are many more events left on our activities calendar for 
this year.  Coming up are the annual club birthday picnic, the 
Ontario Z Fest, ZCCR Night at Frontier Field, the Buffalo Octa-
gon Club car show, the Fall Foliage Cruise, the Holiday Banquet 
and of course our Monthly Membership Meetings.  Lots to 
choose from, I hope to Z YOU ALL THERE! 

The cars are great, the people are better. 
 
Peaze, 
John Taddonio 

The PreZ SeZ Cont’ 
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· DO NOT lie about claimed hp numbers and 1/4 mile times! 
this is RochesterRacing, we will find out the truth! 

· DO NOT peel out, burnout or race in front of the show! as 
cool as it may seem try to think about the people who put the 
show on loosing there chance to have another show the following 
year because your an idiot. also please remember people stand 
out front and you could loose control and hit them, there kids, 
there pets, maybe the nice cars behind them, etc. 

· DO NOT put trophies in front of your car at a show. when 
taking pictures it covers the car and ruins the picture. i will skip to 
the next car no matter how bad ass yours is.  also if you have a 
board telling about your car don't put it in front of the car as well. 

 
RochesterRacing.com  

· DO NOT put crying dolls on your car. it was cute the 1st time 
but come on people.... its only in the way of seeing your car. plus 
it went out in the 90's. 

· DO NOT put stuffed animals in, on, or around your cars. it is 
so cheesy and again no one car see your car. 

· DO NOT dress up like your cars era. we know when the car 
was built. no one wants to see you wearing a poodle skirt or hair 
like Elvis. it makes for very very cheesy pictures. 

· DO NOT open your car doors at a car show. yes it is nice to 
see what you have done inside BUT being a spectator with a 
camera it makes for horrible pictures of your car. if people want 
to see inside the car they will look. simple as that. 

· DO NOT tire shine the tread of your tires. also do not armor-
all your seats and gas pedal. yes it looks very nice but it is very 
very VERY unsafe! 

· DO NOT put a banner in front of your car or on the side. yes 
we know you would like to promote events or a business but the 
reason we are there is to see your car. if we cant see your car we 
go rite to the next one and skip yours. 

· DO NOT put flyers all over your car. see #6 - same rules 
apply. 

· DO NOT - as a spectator - put flyers in peoples car windows. 
we know you want to promote events BUT it is very very rude to 
put your hands into someone's car. wait for them, see if anyone 
is near the car, or set up a booth with flyers on it. 

· DO NOT bring toy cars with you or put them on or around 
your car. that little red wagon belongs in your garage, not for 
someone to trip over and get hurt. 

· DO NOT stand directly in front of your car or set up a chair in 
front of it. yes we wonder who owns the car but when you are in 
front of it we can not take pictures or see the car when it is tightly 
packed into a show. if i have a question i always go to the back of 
the car and look for the owner sitting behind it. 

· DO NOT - put photo albums on your car. make a seperate 
panal or something for the album to sit on. when u put it on the 
hood people stand there forever looking thru them and then no 
one else can see the car or take a picture of your car. 

· DO NOT bring all your trophies with you. by doing that you 
are basicly saying you deserve another one or expecting to get 
one this time. if your car is nice enough it will speak for it self. 

· DO NOT bitch if you do not get a trophy. unless you paid to 
enter a big money winning class then dont cry. everyone always 
remembers the guy who has a fit or a brake down at a show. 

· DO NOT fight or flip out if someone touches your car. ap-
proach the person(s) and explain to them that it is not ok. some-
times a 80 year old man doesn't know any better and just wants 
to see what art you have built, just because he touched your roof 
to look inside your car doesn't mean you have to try and WWF 
him away from your car. 

· DO NOT put a car cover on your car! this is one of my big-
gest pet peeves out there. nothing worse then going to an indoor 
car show in the morning when it opens and your ready to take 
pictures for your website but there are 30 cars with car covers on. 
this is rude. do not bother putting your car in the show then. 3 
nights of dust will not ruin a car.  people paid hard working 
money to see the cars at a show. 
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By Frank McGinley 

 
What happens in upstate New York, when fantaZtic people 
gather around and discuss their great Z-cars with other people 
who have similar interests? You get one of the best Z car clubs in 
the country. People who love Z-cars continue to find ZCCR and 
join to share their experiences and participate in the many events 
we have. 
This summer season has helped us find several new members 
for our ZCCR family. Please join me in welcoming them to ZCCR. 
 
Lance Dow 
  
A year ago one of our club members left a card on Lance's wind-
shield. Unfortunately Lance moved out of state shortly after that 
and was unable to join the club. Upon his return he looked for us 
again and found our webpage. He contacted us and joined at the 
next meeting. 
  
After owning three Camaro’s, a 94 a 95 and a 96 he decided he 
wanted something more unique and sporty. He ran across a grey 
350 Z, fell in love with it and purchased it. The car remains basi-
cally stock except for the addition of a custom sound system and 
Konig 18 inch rims.  
Lance is originally from the Rochester area although he has done 
quite a bit of traveling, as he investigated other places to reside. 
He moved several times to different places including a few Flor-
ida locations, but keeps returning to Rochester. For the past five 
years he's worked for One Communication in Rochester as a T-1 
repair technician.  
When not working or driving sports cars he enjoys rock 'n roll 
concerts. His favorite group is Bon Jovi.  
This is obvious when you learn he has seen them in concert 
more than 30 times. Lance has traveled to many places to see 
them including Pennsylvania, Florida and Wisconsin. Being such 
a major fan has earned him a mention in their newsletter. 
He is also a big fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers and has a desire is 
to attend their season opener.  
Lance also enjoys helping out in the community and volunteered 
with Habitat for Humanity. He looks forward to enjoying several 
events with the club and can be reached at 
emailance@yahoo.com. 
 
 
Brian A. Pokorski, DC 
Alanna Pokorski 
 
Brian and his wife Alanna join the club with their 2 year old son 
Andrew, and a baby on the way. Their household also has a 
Wheaten Terrier named Abby. 
They live in Snyder, New York and discovered ZCCR through 
Jerry Trzecki from Buffalo.   
The 72 240Z that Brian owns has been in the family almost all its 
life. Brian’s father bought the slightly used car in 74 and after 
driving it awhile transferred it to Brian when Brian was just 16. 
Brian used it as a daily driver for several years and then put it 
away when he went to school. The car stayed in storage for 
many years. Recently he decided it was time to check it and drive 
it. It runs fairly well but Brian indicated he knows it needs some 
restoration work, including some structural repairs. His intent is 
either to restore this car, or depending on further assessment, 

buy another 240 Z and utilize the parts to make one good one 
from two partials. 
Brian and Alanna are self proclaimed workaholics, with little time 
for hobbies. When not dealing with his car he is either working in 
his home office in Snyder as a Chiropractor or spending time 
together with his family. Alanna is a Physical Therapists at an 
office in Tonawanda, New York. Their first child Andrew at 2 
years old keeps them busy and a second is due any day now. 
He has obtained and read several books about Z history and Z 
car restoration, and looks to the club to add to his learning. 
They can be reached at bpokorski@verizon.net. 
 
 
 
Our next members, Kevin and Brian Popplewell, are father and 
son who bought 370Z’s at the same time. 
 
Kevin Popplewell  
Kevin is the father of this team.  He and his wife of 32 years, Ei-
leen, have son Brian, who we will learn about below, a daughter 
Kimberly married living in Buffalo and three cats named Jasmine, 
Cleo and Porsche. 
Kevin was not specifically looking for a Z; but while car shopping 
found the 370Z to meet or exceed all his expectations. He found 
a beautiful blue one which he decided needed the license plate 
SMURF Z. 
Although new to Z’s Kevin has had several sports cars in his his-
tory. He has had an 87 Porsche 944, 4 Toyota Celica’s and an 82 
Volvo 240 turbo. He put the Volvo through its paces with some 
weekend SCCA rallies. 
Kevin is a do it yourself mechanic who is willing to try most re-
pairs on his cars. 
He works at Sutherland as a Technical Support Manager, sup-
porting Blackboard online educational software. He loves com-
puters, evidenced in the fact he has 26 running in his house, sup-
porting everything from the Blackboard software used at work, to 
SETI, the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence. 
Eileen works as a Respiratory Therapist at Strong Memorial Hos-
pital. 
When not working Kevin enjoys amateur Radio, his call sign is 
N2VJB. He is a member of the Rochester Amateur Radio Club, 
RDXA. They have a yearly contest to go somewhere and set up 
a temporary radio station, and contract as many stations as pos-
sible. Last year their club was first in the country in their class. 
Eileen enjoys needlepoint and driving her Tiburon. Kevin also 
enjoys cooking for groups and has offered to assist on events 
ZCCR may do in the future that may require cooking. 
Kevin can be reached at n2vjb@frontiernet.net. 
  
  
Brian Popplewell  
Brian is Kevin and Eileen’s son. He also has 2 cats, Casanova 
and Venus, bringing the home cat population to 5. 
He and his family moved to Fairport from Cincinnati when Brian 
was 5. He has since been a Fairport resident. When Dad was 
buying the Blue Z, Brian was buying his Pearl White 370Z sport 
version. His license plate is appropriately PEARL Z34. 
Brian did not set out to buy a Z; instead he was  shopping for a 
Hyundai Genesis, or a Camaro, or Infinity. Each of those had 
issues for him, and then he came across the 370Z. It was the 
most car for the money and had the performance and handling 
he was looking for. 
 

-Cont on Page 8 

Welcome New Members 
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-Cont’ from page 1 
 
The car show is named in honor of the late son of ZCCR promo-
tions director Mike Krenzer. Jonathan was a Japanese car “tuner” 
enthusiast who would certainly have appreciated the theme of 
this car show.   
A hearty ZCCR crew arrived at Hoselton Automall at the crack of 
dawn to prep the car show site.  Soon, lines of Japanese cars 
snaked through the registration area and were parked.  From 
total customs to bone stock, there were fine examples of Da-
tsuns, Nissans, Toyotas, Scions, Mazdas, Infinitis and more.  A 
true variety of the best cars from the Land of the Rising Sun.  By 
noon, well over 100 cars were gleaming in the sunshine.  The DJ 
boomed out tunes, the “Z GURLZ” were peddling raffle tickets 
and Merchant St. BBQ was serving up their best. 

ZCCR dedicates the proceeds of the yearly car show to local 
charities.  This one of the beneficiaries of the event were the Offi-
cer Anthony DiPonzio Fund of the Rochester Police Locust Club 
established to assist Officer DiPonzio in his recover from being 
shot in the line of duty last winter.  Staff and participants were 
thrilled when Officer DiPonzio and his family made an appear-
ance to thank everyone and enjoy the cars. The other charity 
ZCCR chose to help is the Brother Wease’s Kids fund, set up by 
the famous local radio personality to help needy and underprivi-
leged children in the Rochester area.  Thanks to the generosity of 
the sponsors, participants and efforts of ZCCR staff, the club was 
able to donate $3000 to these causes. 
 
An event of this size would not happen without the generosity of 
sponsors.  Thanks to them, worthwhile charities benefit finan-
cially and participants get to have a great time.  Please take a 
look at the sponsor advertisements and listings in this newsletter, 
patronize them and thank them for helping to make this event 
possible. 
 
Over 30 trophies were awarded, 1st and 2nd place to cars of each 
manufacturer.  In addition, awards were given for Best Paint, 
Best Interior, Best Engine, Oldest Car, Long Distance Award and 
Club Participation.  The Scion club, dubbed the “Scikotics”, easily 
won the club participation award with the drove of cars they 
turned out with.  Hoselton Automall chose the one car that they 
deemed Best of Show and the winner was ZCCR’s own Bob 
Mooney with his pristine 1973 240Z.  For a complete list and pic-
tures of the winners, please check out the gallery of the event on 

our website at www.zccr.net. 
 
A perfect day, a wonderful crowd, tons of spectators and the 
coolest Japanese cars all in one place made for a great event.  
After the show, participants turned out at Flaherty’s Three Flags 
Inn in Webster for dinner and to relive the events of the day.   
 
Two days down, one to go.  No, the weekend’s events were not 
done yet!  Sunday morning everyone gathered at Dunkin Donuts 
in Webster Village to get a quick cup and head down the road to 
a special place indeed for the Datsun/Nissan fan.  Sharpsite Mo-
torsports is home to a collection of some of the most significant Z 
racecars ever built.  Dr. Allan Robbins, owner of Sharpsite is a 
long time racecar team owner and driver, and graciously offered 
to open the Sharpsite doors to share his cars with the partici-
pants.  There was car #0006, the very FIRST Z car ever to leave 
the factory (the first 5 were built then destroyed in developmental 
testing).  This car was the first on the car show circuit in 1969 
and when it was damaged at the Toronto Auto Show, Nissan 
gave it to Bob Sharp to turn it into the first Z racecar.  After years 
of success on the racetrack with such drivers as Bob Sharp and 
Jim Fitzgerald behind the wheel, the car found its way into Sharp-
site’s stable.  The very FIRST Z, amazing. 

Other cars were the Sam Posey 280Z GTU car, the Don Deven-
dorf Electromotive 280ZX, a BSR Datsun 510 and several fully 
prepared race-ready 240Zs that compete in vintage racing to this 
day.  Dr. Robbins told a bit about the history of the cars, their 
campaigns and their victories.  Shawn Pritchard, Sharpsite’s 
chief mechanic, fired up one of the prepped 240Zs and the group 
enjoyed the sight, sound and smell of 110 octane racing fuel fill 
the garage. 
 
After catching our breath, everyone saddled up in their Zs to 
head out on a brief, but enthusiastic, Lake Ontario shoreline 
cruise.  The scenery of the lakeshore accompanied by some 
GREAT twisty roads showed everyone what the Z was born to 
do.  Final destination was the Bayside Pub where everyone gath-
ered for lunch on the waterfront patio. 
 
This traditional weekend ZCCR event is growing in popularity 
every year, with something of interest for everyone.  Some spe-
cial surprises are in store next year with laps at Watkins Glen in 
the mix.  Tentative dates are July 30-August 1, 2010, so pencil it 
in on your calendar and plan in being part of the fun! 

All Japanese Classic Car Weekend Cont’ 
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-Cont from page 4 
 
Brian works at Sutherland as a Customer Service Rep for Cisco. 
Previous to that he served nine years in the Navy sharing time on 
two subs, the Miami and the USS Hartford. During that time he 
was deployed to the Persian Gulf a couple of times. 
When not working or driving the Z he enjoys computer games, 
riding his bicycle, or playing cards and board games with the 
family.  
One of his hopes with the club is to take the Z for laps at Watkins 
Glen. 
Working on the cars is great also. He recently upgraded both his 
and his father’s car to include Stillen Air intakes. The first one 
took more than 4 hours, and the experience allowed for the sec-
ond car to be completed in about 2 hours. He is planning one of 
the next modifications to be a Stillen exhaust. 
Brian can be reached at mrabyss@hotmail.com 
  
 
Shawn Pritchard  
Those who have visited Allan Robbins collection of Z cars al-
ready know Shawn Pritchard. 
Shawn and his daughter, Jacquelee, live in Macedon. Shawn is 
the Crew Chief for Sharp Sight Motorsports. He does much of the 
sheet metal fabrication, chassis set up and tuning. He loves re-
storing street cars, and building race cars. 
Shawn has great knowledge of the Z family and its racing history 
and shares this well with Z car enthusiasts. He is well versed to 
explain the technical specs on each car, where it came from, who 
owned it, who drove it and its standings in many races. 
Shawn is the 3rd owner of a 1970 white Z car #3862 which he 
purchased in Florida. Its origin is Honolulu Hawaii. The car has 
been maintained in stock condition. 
At present one of his many projects is restoring Dave Frellsen’s 
racing Datsun 710. This car was the National Champion B Sedan 
In 1974 and 1975. 
He and his daughter Jacquelee, enjoy time at the track. 
Although cars are a big part of his life, Shawn gets away occa-
sionally to do some sport biking or together with Jacquelee, they 
enjoy mountain biking. 
Shawn can be reached at sp710dat93@yahoo.com. 

Dr. Allan Robbins 
Many of you know Dr. Allan Robbins from visits to his fine collec-

tion of Z-Cars during one of more of our events. Many years ago 
Dr. Robbins moved to the Rochester area from North Jersey. He 
is a well known eye surgeon performing LASIK surgery at Rob-
bins Eye in Webster. 

Dr. Robbins has always been interested in SCCA and vintage 
racing. His specialty interest is Z Cars. He became interested in 
the Z car family when they were first introduced in this country. 
He discovered that the Z was a quality built, well handling sports 
car delivered at a price the average person could afford. In fact 
the Z was considered a poor man's Porsche or Jaguar. 
Dr. Robbins obtained his first Z in 1971 and that began a lifetime 
commitment to the family of Z’s that lasts through to today. He 
has gone on to build a collection of specialty cars which includes 
the very first Z imported into this country, number 006. This car, 
damaged during its auto show circuit, was then owned and raced 
by Bob Sharp, Bob Bennett and Jim Fitzgerald. Eventually Jim 
took ownership of this car and when he passed away, Allan was 
able to purchase it from Jim's widow and it's been in Allan’s col-
lection ever since.  Since Dr. Robbins enjoys owning and driving 
very special cars he also owns one of the first Nissan GTR's in 
the area. He considers this to be the current day version of the Z 
Car. Its design, technology, and handling are far superior to any-
thing else in its price range. 
Cars are obviously an important part of his life, but for relaxation 
he also enjoys astronomy the study of the sky. 
Dr. Allan Robbins can be reached at lasikmd@yahoo.com. 

Welcome New Members Cont’ 
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Dakota Grill 
 

913 Roosevelt Highway 
Hilton, NY 14468 
(585) 392-3737 

East Side Chimney 
 

2482 Edgemere Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14468 

(585) 261-7667 

Cristofero Ruisi inc. 
2206 Buffalo Rd. 

Rochester, NY 14624 
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was within driving distance.  I immediately contacted the seller.  It 
turned out that she was the daughter of the original owner.  She 
had recently inherited the car from her father and had an immedi-
ate need to sell it.   She was being deployed to Iraq and did not 
want to store the vehicle.  I asked her to send me more pictures 
making sure to request pics of all of the rust prone areas.   As I 
had suspected, the rust prone areas all had rust but, not that bad 
(I still keep telling myself it’s not that bad…).  I decided to make 
an appointment with her to see the car and, if it was as adver-
tized, buy it.  I took a chance and purchased a 1-way plane ticket 
to Chicago.  It was August 2008 and I’m sure I told my wife that I 
was flying to Chicago…and I think I mentioned something about 
driving a 1973 Datsun 240Z back home. 

I arrived in Chicago early Saturday morning, got a cab and made 
my way to the owner’s apartment.  That’s when the fun began.   
As the cab stopped I handed the driver my credit card to pay the 
fare.  The cabbie gave me a worried look, took my card and 
made some half hearted swiping motions with it on the credit 
card machine.  He then handed the card back to me and, in bro-
ken English said something about “bad signal, must pay cash”  I 
did not have enough cash to pay the fare and, I was damned 
sure not going to have this guy drive me to the nearest ATM ma-
chine to get him cash.  I insisted he try again.  30 minutes later a 
woman stepped up to the cab and, in efficient military fashion, 
resolved my fare issue with the driver.  I had just been introduced 
to the owner of the Z.  I later discovered that she was a combat 
helicopter pilot who had completed several tours in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.  Apparently she had been watching my struggle with 
the cabbie, assessed the situation and determined the cabbie 
was a threat to her possible sale of the Z, engaged the cabbie in 
combat and eliminated the threat.  To this day, I do not know if 
she paid my fare or just told the cabbie that it would be in his best 
interest to just go away.  I knew that price negotiations were go-
ing to be tough after this. 
I had seen the car in pictures but, as you all know, these cars 
always photograph well.  I was bracing myself for something bad.  
I had a bad feeling I was going to end up calling that damn cab-
bie back.   We  went to the garage where the car was parked and 
I breathed a sigh of relief when I saw it.  It looked better than the 
pictures.  Now I just had to verify that the rust issues were minor.  
I looked it over and everything was as expected. Surface rust 
under the battery tray and rust through on the front of the driver’s 
side floorboard.     
 

-Cont on Page 12 

By Sam Hartley 
 

To this very day I could swear that I told my wife about my dream 
to one day own a Datsun Z car.  To this very day I could also 
swear that I told my wife that I had found said car and had pur-
chased a plane ticket to Chicago to “take a look” (tho, I’m pretty 
sure I left out the fact that it was a 1-way ticket).  As you can 
probably guess from the tone of the first 2 sentences, I more than 
likely did NOT tell my wife any of this.  If I did, it was in a “hey, 
you remember those Datsun Z cars?, they were kind of neat  
weren’t they?” kind of casual way.   The fact that I now own a 
1973 Datsun 240Z and am still happily married is a testament to 
my wife’s tolerance of my horrendous communication skills.   So 
now that I’ve revealed that my story has a happy ending you are 
probably thinking “That’s great!  Sam got himself a Z and his wife 
has got to be some kind of saint”.    Well, like most stories, the 
good stuff is not at the beginning or the end but all the bits in-
between. 
Ever since I was a teenager I’ve been enamored with cars.  I was 
never really interested in any one make, model or year until one 
early fall day in 1980.  I was in Junior High at the time and school 
had just started.  As I shuffled off of the bus and into the building 
I noticed a little silver wedge shaped car pull into the teacher’s 
lot.  It turned to be a Mazda RX-7 and, of course, the “cool” 
teacher that all of the girls loved and all of the guys wanted to 
imitate happened to be the one driving it.   From that point on I 
desperately wanted an RX-7.   I read anything and everything I 
could about them, drew pictures of them, pissed off Mazda deal-
erships by lurking around them, pissed off the “cool” teacher by 
standing too close to his car etc. etc.  So, why did I not end up 
buying an RX-7?  As it turns out, my interest in the Mazda RX-7 
led me to other makes and models of Japanese sports cars such 
as the Toyota 2000GT, Honda S800 and  the Datsun Z.  Once I 
caught a glimpse of the Datsun 280Z I forgot all about the “cool” 
teacher and his RX-7.  I realized that I could be “cooler”.  I’ve 
wanted one ever since. 
It was not until some years later (28 to be exact) that I would ac-
tually acquire a Datsun Z.    It was the winter of 2007 when the 
bug bit me.  I had several buddies at work that all had “project 
cars”.  I had always wanted a car to tinker with but, over the past 
28 years, really never had the time, space and money.  As I 
talked with my buddies about their cars I realized that they didn’t 
have any of these things either yet, they somehow owned and 
enjoyed their “project” cars (now I realize that my “buddies” had 
no idea of what they talking about, but, that’s another story).  I 
figured that, if they could do it, so could I.  I started looking for a 
Datsun Z.  I read everything I could find about purchasing a Z.  
Decided I wanted a 240, 260 or 280.  Researched what to look 
for and how much to pay.  I realized that, unless I was willing to 
travel to Arizona, I was going to have to deal with a car that had 
some sort of rust issues.  I had decided that the car had to be 
within driving distance and with no serious rust issues to be con-
sidered.  I realized after 6 months of searching that there were 
exactly ZERO cars in the Northeast that fit these criteria.  I had 
almost given up when, one night I was searching on ClassicAuto-
Trader.  There were several Zs up for sale but, they were either 
out of my price range or on the West coast.  I hit the refresh but-
ton on my browser a couple of times and noticed a new listing 
had just popped up.  The listing was for a silver 1973 240Z, Auto-
matic with 74K miles, little rust, 2nd owner located in Chicago.  My 
eyes lit up when I realized that it was in my price range AND it 

Reader’s Ride—1973 Datsun 240Z 



AMS - CANADA’s PREMIER Z TUNER & PARTS DEVELOPER/PR OVIDER 
SINCE 1992 & HOME TO ITS: 

 
• FASTEST & HIGHEST HORSEPOWER Zs! 

• FIRST 300ZX 2+2 and CONVERTIBLE TWIN TURBO  CONVERSIONS! 
• FIRST TWIN TURBO 350Z!  

• FIRST R35 PERFORMANCE PARTS MANUFACTURING!  

 

To contact us, simply call us, email us at info@amszstore.com, or use the form below to get in 
touch with us quickly. 

 
AMS - Absolute Motor Specialties Inc. 

1788 Drew Rd #2 
Mississauga, ON, Canada L5S 1L7 

T/F 905-672-5828  
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had what is called a “brown shorts” moment but the car stuck to 
the turn like glue.   Thankfully, the rest of my trip was un-eventful.  
I hit Erie at about 2:00am and decided I was too tired to make the 
rest of the trip without a nap.  I pulled into the Burger King park-
ing lot off of I90 in Erie and shut my eyes for what I had planned 
to be a 30 minute power nap.  5 hours later I awoke and realized 
very quickly that the Z was NOT meant for napping.  I was in pain 
everywhere.  I had a “Choke Lever” imprint in my right arm that 
took 2 days to completely go away. 
As you all know from the beginning of my story I made it home 
successfully and have been enjoying my “project” car ever since.  
I even found a few pleasant surprises hidden away in the car that 
I may recount in a future story (and some un-pleasant surprises).     
I even think my wife has put the whole thing behind her.  She has 
already asked if I can find her an orange one. 
 
 
My Vehicle Info: 
Manufacture Date:  5/73 
Date Sold:   8/8/73 
DealerShip:   Super Sports Inc. 
   3676 Sheridan Dr. 
   Amherst, NY 14226 
VIN:    HLS30 158354 
Engine No:   L24-169976 
Color:    901 Silver 
Transmission:  Automatic 

-Cont’ from page 10 
 
I took it out for a drive around the streets of suburban Chicago 
and knew I was going to be driving her home in a few hours.  We 
decided to grab some lunch and talk the deal over.  This was 
when the “interview” began.  
The owner informed me that she had grown up with this car.  It 
had extreme sentimental value to her and she wanted to make 
sure that, whoever bought the car, would care for it and keep it 
original and un-molested.    As I carefully answered each ques-
tion I could swear I caught a glimpse of a red laser sight slowly 
tracing up my arm towards my forehead.  I knew if I gave one 
wrong answer that the deal would be off, or worse.  My interview 
was a success!  A quick trip to the bank to take care of the pur-
chase and an even quicker trip to the Illinois DMV to get a set of 
temporary plates (note to the NYS DMV: It’s surprisingly quick, 
easy and cheap to get temporary plates in Illinois) I was on my 
way back home! 
I was so ready for Z ownership!  Nothing could stop me now.  I 
waved goodbye to the previous owner, thanked her for her ser-
vice to our country (as I hope all of us do when we meet a mem-
ber of our great armed forces) fired up my GPS and began my 
610 mile trip home.  Thankfully, it was a Saturday afternoon and 
Chicago traffic was light.  I kept a nervous eye on the tempera-
ture gauge as I crawled past Chicago in 90 degree sunny 
weather.  So far so good.   I did not have a chance to really open 
her up until I jumped on I90.  I was amazed.   I had never really 
driven a true sports car before.  I was doing 70 before I realized 
it.   I was having so much fun that I almost forgot how much trou-
ble I was going to be in when I got home.  Suddenly, just as I 
crossed into the lovely state of Indiana, it all went horribly wrong.   
The car began to shake violently.  My heart sank.   I actually be-
gan swearing out loud (behavior that I had successfully sup-
pressed after 22 + years of fatherhood).  Luckily, I was within 100 
yards of a truck stop.  I pulled her in, rumbled to a stop, jumped 
out of the car and immediately began looking in, under over, up 
down, at everything trying to determine what the heck went 
wrong.  Everything looked fine.  Even the tires looked fine.   I 
called AAA and had her towed to the nearest BJs (the only ga-
rage that was open on a Saturday evening).  I suspected that the 
tires were the culprit.  Actually, I prayed that the tires were the 
culprit.  Anything else meant that I was sleeping in Indiana that 
night.  The mechanic put the car on the lift and went about re-
moving the wheels and tires.  About 20 minutes later I was called 
in to have a look.  I could tell by the group of 5 guys standing 
around my car that things were not good.  They all had that “well 
I’ll be dipped!, he drove here from Chicago in THAT and sur-
vived!” look on their faces.  The mechanic working on my car 
then showed me what was left of the 20 year old tires that were 
on my car.  The left rear tire had completely disintegrated inside 
and the other 3 were well on their way to tire heaven   He then 
asked me if he could touch me so that some of my good luck 
would somehow transfer to him and he would then be able to 
perform daring feats and, somehow, survive. 
4 new tires and 2 hours later I was back on the road.  The 
change in the car was uncanny.  It drove better than any car I 
had previously owned.  Again I was back to 70 before I realized 
it.  A short while later I was up to 80 (members of law enforce-
ment please take note that my speedometer may have needed 
calibration!)  It was about this time that I hit the 90 degree turn 
that I90 suddenly takes just before Cleveland.  I had been zoning 
out, just enjoying the ride when I hit the damn thing.  I believe I 
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Member’s Rides 

First Name Last Name Car info 
Gary Acker 1986 300ZX 2+2 Red 

Robert Anderson 77 280Z Silver 

Jeremiah Axtell 73 240Z Silver, 74 260Z Yellow 

Mark Baniewicz 08 350Z , Red 

David  Bott 05 350Z Roadster Lemans Sunset 

Bill Brackmann 90 300ZX TT Red 

Dave Braverman 83 280ZX Black 

Barry Brown 70 Dat 510 white, 68 1600 Race car , 84 300ZX T blue 

Stephen   Brown 73 240Z Silver  

Ron Bucci 90 300ZX Blue 

Roger Casanova 90 300ZX Pearl Yellow, 90 300ZX TT Pearl Yellow 

Dan Casion 79 280ZX Red, 1991 240SX, Red 

Susan Cochran 90 300ZX Black 

Jack Cochran 90 300ZX TT Black 

George Conboy 71 240Z Mexican Orange 

Caleb Cook 03 350Z Lemans Sunset 

Meg  Coon 77 280Z Silver 

Rodney Cox 74 260Z Brown 

Aaron Crawley 84 300ZX Pewter, 78 280Z Red 

Lance Dow 2003 350Z Grey 

Rick  Ehlinger 73 240Z, Blue 

Raul Fernandez 82 280ZX Copper/Orange 

Scott Gibson 1982 280ZX, Maroon 

Charles Gould 87 300ZX Red, 88 300ZX White 

Samuel Hartley 1973 240Z, Silver 

Nancy Huberttus 79 280zZX Gold 

Jonathan Huyck 76 280Z Black, 78 280Z Green 

Andy  James 1983 280ZX Silver 

Donna Marie Kearney 72 240Z Yellow 

Brian Kelly 70 240Z TBD 

James Kosowski 90 300ZX Red, 90 300ZX Conv Red, 79 280ZX Blk Pearl 

Scott Kozlowski 87 300ZX Champagne 

Craig Litwiler 73 240Z Red, 2004 G35 White, 83 280ZXT, Burgundy 

Joe Marano 2004 350Z , Silver 

Mike May 1981 280ZX 2+2, Burgundy/Silver 
John McConnell 85 300ZX 2+2 Blue 
Frank McGinley 72 240Z Maroon, 85 300ZX Red, 94 300ZX TT Red 





747 Buffalo Road 
Rochester NY 14611 

http://motor-metrics.com/ 
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Member’s Rides Cont’ 

First Name Last Name Car info 
Brian Mellor 86 300ZXT Black 
Matthew Miller 74 260Z White 
Bob Mooney 73 240 Z Grey, 77 280Z Red 
Paul Moore 78 280Z Black/ Grey 
Mike Noonan 80 280ZX 10th Black/Gold, 72 240Z Persimmon 
Matthew Nye 95 300ZX Red 
Dennis O'Donnell 82 280ZX T Black, 91 Olds Toro Trofeo 
Todd Owlett 90 Black 300 ZX TT 
David Palermo 73 240 Z White 
Robert Palladine, Jr. 77 280Z Light Blue 
Pamela Patterson 90 300ZX, Silver 
Brian Pokorski DC 72 240Z Orange 
Brian Popplewell 09 370 Z pearl white 
Kevin Popplewell 09 370 Z blue 
Shawn Prichard 70 240Z White 
Brian Rapp 70 240z TBD (Yellow) 
Edward Riegle 72 240Z Orange 
Allan Robbins 69 240Z, Nissan GTR 
John Roberts, JR. 74 260Z Leaf Green 
Timothy Rosell 81 280ZX White 
Carlos  Santiago 82 280ZX 2+2 Brown and Orange 
John P. Schiavone 83 280ZX  Red, 08 350Z silver 
Jim Schumacher 95 240SX Black 
Tanya Sergeant 2006 350Z Gray roadster 
Chris  Shanley 1986 300ZX Black 
Todd Skeddle 74 260Z, Persimmon 
Doug Spoonley 75 280Z Silver 
Ron Stein 93 300ZX TT, Black 
Mike Stratton 03 350Z Brickyard 
John Taddonio 70 240Z Gold, 03 350Z Sunset Lemans, 87 300ZX Red 
Kurt Thiel 72 240Z Green 
Timothy Thompson 1991 300ZX TT, PG Yellow 
Gerald Trzecki 73 240Z Red 
Gerald Urban 71 240Z TBD 
Enzo  Volpe 86 300ZX White 
Larry Wawrzyniak 77 280Z Light Blue 
Ron Whitlock 71 240 Z  Red 
Donald Wilson 73 240Z Blue 
Tyler Wood 04  350Z Roadster, Daytona Blue 
Michael Yendrzeski 72 240 White, 75 280Z Orange, 04 350Z Roadster Blue 

188 Mt. Hope Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14620 

(585) 546-8646 



http://www.geneseebeer.com 

 
2009 EVENTS CALENDAR 

(subject to revision , watch email and the website for latest updates) 

 
August 22 – Ontario Z Car Fest 
The annual Ontario Z Car Club Festival. Watch e-mails for details on the ZCCR caravan to Canada.  
 
September 6 – Buffalo Octagon Assoc. Car Show  
A classic car show hosted by the Buffalo MG car club. Join the ZCCR Z caravan down the thruway to this classic car 
show.  
 
September 16 - General Membership Meeting 
The Corner Sports Bar, 122 Main St., East Rochester, NY, 14445  Dinner at 6pm, meeting at 7pm. 
 
October 11 – Fall Foliage Cruise 
A leisurely cruise through the Finger Lakes to take in the colorful fall foliage. Scenic stops, wineries 
and lunch along the way. Watch for details. 
 
October 21 - General Membership Meeting 
The Corner Sports Bar, 122 Main St., East Rochester, NY, 14445  Dinner at 6pm, meeting at 7pm. 
 
December 12 – ZCCR ANNUAL HOLIDAY BANQUET 
ZCCR’s year-end holiday party and awards banquet. Dinner, bar, music and our annual awards presentation. 
 
* Watch your emails and check the website for the lat est 
information on weekly cruise nights, tech sessions and additions to the 
events calendar! *  

�����$%�

Besroi Roofing & Siding 
 

711 Emerson St. 
Rochester, NY 14613 

(585) 254-3800 

48 Merchant St. 
Brockport, NY 14420 

(585) 637-6020 

(585) 261-6070 
nunziosalafia@remax.com 



995 Cater Street 
Rochester, NY 14621 

585-467-5858 
585-342-7046 

FAX 585-342-4973 http://www.justdashes.com 

http://www.timhortons.com 

This has been a great year for club participation, including the 
Street Machine Show in Greece where we took top honors for 
most participation by a Car Club. There are several more events 
coming up including the annual summer picnic sponsored entirely 
by the club. The treasury has increased over the year which al-
lows us to offer a variety of activities for the club to sponsor.  We 
have had an increase in new members this year, which has also 
helped our bottom line.  Please continue your participation and 
let us know if you have any specific activities you would like the 
Board of Directors to consider.  We welcome all comments, sug-
gestions and recommendations  

Thank you all! 

By Scott Kozlowski 

We got off to a roaring start during 2009 with our first event, our 
member meeting late Spring at Doc Robins dream garage where 
we were able to see some history #006, besides other Datsuns 
and have a cook-out.  We enjoyed seeing a wide array of cars at 
the Carlisle show in Pennsylvania, and getting some ideas for 
tricking our own cars out. The day at Watkins Glen running warm 
laps around the track is always thrilling. Members get a taste of 
what it really feels like to run their cars. Our latest successful 
event took place at Hoselton’s in Fairport where we sponsored a 
car show, raised money for Police Officer Anthony Diponzio, of-
fered food and entertainment. Cars from the North East came to 
participate and we gave out over " 35" trophies to the most out-
standing ones.  

Treasury Report 

Corner Sports Bar 
Grapevine Restaurant 

 
122 main St. 

East Rochester, NY 14445 
585-248-2040 

1-800-347-5700 
Corporate Headquarters 

Meguiar’s Inc. 
17991 Mitchell South 

Irvine, CA 92614 

4644 West Ridge Rd. 
Spencerport, NY 

585-352-1170 

John V. Sally Agency 
 

782 Elmgrove Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone: (585) 429-7606 

374 1/2 Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14615-2928 

(585) 262-4444 

1711 Clinton Ave N. 
Rochester, NY 14621 

(585) 544-7300 
800-685-1389 

http://www.autofinishers.com 

2600 Elmwood Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14618 

(585) 461-4475 
http://thebagelbincafe.com 

R&W Paving 
 

Serving Monroe County Since 
1964 

(585) 225-8733 
info@rwpaving.com 



2420 West Havens Suite A 
Mitchell, SD 57301 

PHONE: 605-996-RIDE (7433) 
FAX: 605-995-5049 

SALES: sales@sabersspecialties.com 
GENERAL INFO: info@sabersspecialties.com 
WEBSITE: webmaster@sabersspecialties.com  

Lickety Splits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 North Main Street Fairport 14450  
585-377-6250 
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http://toyotires.com 

“ZCCR NEWZ” is the official publication of the Z CAR CLUB OF ROCHESTER, a not for profit automobile club based in 
Rochester, N.Y. It is distributed quarterly to ZCCR members, other clubs and to event participants. The title, format, all 
articles and their content, photos and materials published in this newsletter are the property of ZCCR and may not be 
used or reproduced without permission of the author and ZCCR. Opinions expressed herein are the sole responsibility of 
the contributor and do not necessarily express the views of ZCCR. Please submit all contributions to the editor by mail or 
electronically. All submissions are subject to review and/or editing to meet requirements for publication. ZCCR NEWZ is 
published quarterly (January, April, July & October). Deadline for submissions is 14 days prior to first day of month of 
issue. ZCCR is a non-profit automobile club based in Rochester, N.Y. dedicated to the enjoyment and preservation of 
the Datsun/Nissan ZCar. 
Annual dues are $45 for Full or $25 for Associate Membership. Contact Frank McGinley or any member for further de-
tails & available dues discounts. 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR UPDATED INFORMATION! www.zccr.net 
SEND NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS AND QUESTIONS TO: Mike Noonan, Vice President, gotmoxz@frontiernet.net 
For questions, to place ads or for further information on becoming a ZCCR sponsor, please contact John Taddonio, Club 
President, 
zcarnut@hotmail.com  
ADVERTISING COSTS 
For 1 year (4-Issue s) the cost is as follows: 
Full page ad $150.00 
1/2 page $100.00 
1/4 page $75.00 
Business card size ad $50.00 
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Mike Noonan 
585-943-4400 

gotmoxz@frontiernet.net 
____________________________ 
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Mike Yendrzeski 

585-377-6028 
Poooolack1@aol.com 
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Victoria M. Argento Attorney 
 

109 W. Commercial St. 
East Rochester, NY 14445 

(585) 383-0020 

LDR Char Pit 
 

4753 Lake Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14612 

(585) 865-0112 


